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The Nabob, 'tis said, set out well inclined to our interest ; but since he and Saa-
dut Ally have come to a proper understanding. The latter wrote him, he was
wrong to give us any assistance ; that such another opportunity might never offer
of striking off the yoke ; as yet, he need only stand neuter himself, and under
pretence of assembling his Zemeedars to attack Cheit Sing, privately direct them
to obstruct the junction of our forces, by every possible means. The Begums gave
the same advice, and promise of Money. This Cheit Sing has already disbursed
to a great amount This plan was the cause of Gordon's disaster, being attacked
in the Nabob's country while he thought himself amongst friends. My informa-
tion is from some Zemeedars, who I have had it in my power to be kind to. Al-
so, 'tis the public talk of Fyzabad, where my people are daily insulted. Like-
wise Zalim, who is with 2000 men on the other side, and means to cross in the
morning, boasts that he will soon do for us, as the Nabob will send Hannay no
assistance, that he is sure of; nor will any of the collectors pay more money.
We shall therefore shortly have none to pay our troops with, while they have
plenty. Hannay is now about 2 coss below Ry Ghaut, on the Oud side, with
only two companies, 2 guns, and (I believe) some disaffected horse. I have
written him pressingly to cross to this place; for should Zalim be over before
him, I shall be hemmed up in a small fort with 150 Sepoys, when Zalim will
take care Hannay does not get over to relieve me; perhaps while attempting to
pass the Gogra, be attacked by the people of the Begums with the Zemeedars set
on by her. In such an event, he could not possibly escape destruction. My
Wauselaut would soon be settled after such an accident. I am apt to think this
Marattah treaty is only a fetch to gain time, until the rains are over for certain,
as their horse could not act during that season. Look to yourself Nat, you may
be in the Nabob's power. Mr. Hastings should not leave Chunar until there be
force very sufficient at hand, both to check his Excellency, and do for Cheit Sing,
lest he get into a worse scrape. A very few days will determine it one way or
other with regard to us Rulers over these. You may think me humming; but
it is more than odds we never, never meet again. God prosper you! and pray
take care &c.

Yours &c.
A M O R E 9th September 1781.                                   J- M A C D O N A L D.

No. 96,   To Mr. BameL
Dear Sir,

HE Governor has received your letter of last night's date, and desires me
L to acquaint you that it gives him great concern to find you are compelled
to be the instrument of conveyance of the Rajah's letters and messages, which the
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